Professor White explained that he would move on from the starting point established by Professor Forman -that men are at greater risk of both developing and dying from the majority of cancers that might otherwise be assumed to affect both sexes equally. He would consider some possible explanations why this might be so. He would concentrate on some of the known causes of cancer and, in doing so, examine the evidence for factors that had particular relevance for men.
Professor White began by briefly examining the number of patients registered with cancer in different age groups. More men than women are registered for nearly all (non sex-specific) cancers at all ages. This confirms that the explanations are more complex than the assumption that more men than women die from cancer simply because men tend to delay seeking help. Professor White also drew attention to the incidence rates for cancer in children, where we see a broadly similar pattern to incidence rates in adults (although one that is perhaps not quite as clear cut -for example, kidney cancer is more common in girls than boys).
In thinking about causes of cancer, it is first important to recognise that there are two broad classes of cancer (although, as will be seen, there is overlap between them). The two classes are germline cancers (those that are attributable to inherited factors) and somatic cancers (those whose causes are acquired during the lifespan).
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